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Abstract: 
Among the 103 exercises in the Cartilha Rítmica (Rhythmic Primer) for Piano by 
Almeida Prado, we find, in the third out of the four volumes, a set entitled Hindu 
Rhythms, written – according to the composer himself – from modes and talas 
extracted from the Traité de Rythme, de Couleurs et d’Ornithologie by Olivier 
Messiaen. Consulting this reference not only helped us in reviewing the exercises, but 
also allowed us to describe the way Almeida Prado articulates, in a free and creative 
way, the teachings of the French master. 
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