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Introduction  
Knowing and performing contemporary music is essential in the educational process of a 
piano student, however it still represents a small amount of repertoire known and 
assigned by piano teachers, especially when it comes to the first stages of piano study. 
This communication presents the results of a scientific initiation research project on 
contemporary piano repertoire for beginners. The research focused on the Contempo 
series, whose purpose is to introduce the music idioms of the 20th century to beginner 
piano students. 
 
Development and results 
The Contempo series volumes 1 and 2 present 36 piano pieces created by several 
composers; these works were selected and organized by Mary Elizabeth Clark.  Each one 
of these compositions explores one or more elements of the contemporary music writing, 
explaining the theory needed to understand the specific language/element addressed. In 
addition, these pieces exercise the essential musical and technical abilities and skills 
necessary to the development of a beginning piano student.   
 
Conclusion  
The analysis of the Contempo series reveled a very rich work that besides the elements of 
contemporary music explore all abilities and indispensable competences to be developed 
in elementary/intermediate piano teaching.  
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